MELDRETH PARISH COUNCIL (MPC)
www.meldreth-pc.org.uk
UNAPPROVED MINUTES of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Thursday 23rd January 2014 at
6.30pm (18:30hrs) in the Green Room of Meldreth Village Hall.
Present: Mr S Hawkins (SH) – Chairman; Mr R A Searles (RAS) – vice chairman; Mr J Chamberlain (JC);
Mrs J Fallon (JF); Mr C A Land (CAL) and Mr D Stewart (DS)
1. Apologies for absence:
Apologies were received from Mr A P Burlton.
2.

To sign and approve Minutes of meeting held on 9th January 2014.
The minutes were proposed by JC and seconded by CAL, all agreed. The Chairman then signed
the minutes as a true record.

3.

Public Participation:
(For up to 15 mins members of the public may contribute their views and comments - 3mins per
item)
There were four members of the public in attendance.
Concern was raised on item 5.1 regarding the overall size of the development and the visual
impact it would have on not only local areas but also on distant areas and there would be a
significant affect on the local landscape. Little thought has been addressed to the vermin control
as there is already a major rabbit problem in the area. Concern was also raised about the lack of
up to date information that was present at the public presentation as old maps and photos were
being used. It was also noted that there are quite a few of these proposed plans for solar farms in
the surrounding area and that this one is the largest and most overbearing. Consideration should
be taken that Meldreth is just one of many of these schemes. The fact that the land would revert
back to arable farming after 25yrs was questioned and that the land would not be suitable for
sheep grazing. The question of a glare hazard was also raised for trains and aircraft even though
the developers state that non glare glass would be used the fact of the size of the proposal would
still make it a possible hazard.

4. Councillors to disclose any Pecuniary Interests (disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs)
include interests held by a member’s spouse, civil partner or similar)) listed on the Agenda:
There were no interests declared.
5. Request for the following:
5.1
Bury Lane Fruit Farm
S/2616/13/FL
E W Pepper Ltd
Development of solar photovoltaic panels and ancillary structures including; field
transformers, auxiliary transformer, inverter housing, communication room, District
Network Operator (DNO) building and switch room building, access tracks, security
fencing and security cameras.
Meldreth Parish Council recommend 'Refusal' with Comments (see attached).
5.2

45 Whitecroft Road
S/02601/13FL
Mrs L Davey
Proposed retention of existing boundary wall (retrospective)
If the wall is to be retained at its existing height of 600mm there is no objection and the
Parish Council would recommend Approval; however the plans actually show a much
larger wall of 2000mm, this would not be acceptable and the Parish Council would
recommend refusal.
Approval if the wall is to be retained as it presently is - 600mm.
Refusal if the wall is to be 2000mm.

6. SCDC Decisions:
S/2487/13/FL, 22 Howard Road has been given permission for a front porch extension with
associated external works, alterations and hard standing area.
S/2240/13/FL, 98 North End has been given permission for a new additional vehicular access.
7. Other Items:
There were no other items discussed.
_________________________
Chairman

__________________________
Date

For the avoidance of doubt the only legally acceptable version of the Minutes of Meldreth Parish Council are those signed in Public
Meetings by the Chairman. They are available for public inspection from the Clerk
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Bury Lane Fruit Farm, S/2616/13/FL - E W Pepper Ltd.
Development of solar photovoltaic panels and ancillary structures including; field transformers, auxiliary
transformer, inverter housing, communication room, District Network Operator (DNO) building and switch
room building, access tracks, security fencing and security cameras.
Meldreth Parish Council recommend Refusal with comments.
Reasons for refusal are based on the following:
1.
The size of the proposal is 47 hectares (116 acres), we understand the largest currently
being considered by SCDC (see below) and is a comparable size to the developed area of
Meldreth village.
2.
There would be a visual impact from high ground nearby and from some local areas.
3.
Possible reflection hazard for trains passing immediately by the site and aircraft overhead
from airfields in Meldreth, Fowlmere, Duxford and Marshalls as well as long haul routes.
4.
Loss of good (Grade 2) arable farmland for at least 25 years
5.
There is already a proposed solar farm at Orwell and another in Melbourn at the A10/A505
junction. Our research of the SCDC web site has shown that there are already 13
applications pending (6 for full planning and 7 requesting EIA clearance) and 4 approved.
There may be others at the pre-application stage. Meldreth Parish Council believes that
because of this and due to the size of this application it should be looked at as part of the
whole solar development within the South Cambs area from the standpoint of how much
arable farm land we should loose or what is the fair burden we should bear on our
landscape.
Another concern which was raised by the public was:
Vermin control – little thought had been given concerning this, as already there is a large rabbit problem in
this area and control by shooting is not possible.
However, Meldreth are aware that there is a need for low carbon energy and that the area in question
would be suitable for this purpose as being on level ground landscaping can in time be used to ameliorate
the impact from most viewpoints. The size of the scheme would make it more economical and the
substation, which is already in situ, would be of benefit to the scheme.
Meldreth Parish Council believes that local opposition to the scheme would be less and the scheme
improved if the overall size of the development was reduced by removing the southern field bounded by
the bridleway and the railway line. This would allow landscaping to be at some distance from Ashwell Stret
so the long views to Barrington Hill would not be lost which would take away some of the overall impact of
the development. The pre-application advice, given by letter on 12 September 2013 from Andrew Fillmore
and included in the application, in fact suggests this too as it would remove an “unacceptable intrusion into
the countryside”.
If SCDC is minded to grant planning permission we would support the use of sheep to graze the grassland
and Meldreth Local History group have requested the opportunity to walk the site before grass is seeded to
see if interesting artefacts from past history have been uncovered.
Public Consultation
Meldreth Parish is also concerned that there has been confusion as to which parish the application lies
within and that this has resulted in the public consultation, outlined in the application, being less effective
than it should have been. In fact the application site and the applicant's business, Bury Lane Farm shop,
lie wholly within the parish of Meldreth. The parish boundary with Melbourn runs along Ashwell
Stret/Harcamlow Way to the south of the proposed solar farm. The visibility splay of this track with the A10
is the only land mentioned in the application that is in Melbourn.
The pre-application advice, given by letter on 12 September 2013 from Andrew Fillmore and included in
the application, suggests the site is in Melbourn as there is no mention of Meldreth and only views of the
site from Melbourn are considered. However Savills, for the applicant, were suggested by SCDC
to approach both parish councils to brief on their plans pre-application. We are disappointed as we have
written to SCDC Planning in the past when we discovered that planning applications for Bury Lane Farm
Shop had by-passed Meldreth Parish Council completely and only been dealt with by Melbourn
Parish Council.
The confusion arises from Bury Lane Farm having a Melbourn postal address, probably dating back to
before the A10 by-pass was built and the farm shop was accessed from the Melbourn end of Bury Lane.
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We arranged for Savills to attend our planning committee meeting on 21 November 2013 and discovered,
in the process, that there would be a public exhibition in Melbourn on 22nd November. We asked for a
similar meeting in Meldreth and were told that they had only budgeted for one meeting for both villages.
When we explained that the site was located in Meldreth (they thought it was in both parishes!) they
agreed to hold the meeting in Meldreth. As a result of the short notice the meeting was poorly attended by
only 25 people; including all 9 parish councillors. After pressure from Melbourn Parish Council they did
agree to a second exhibition in Melbourn on January 17th which was better publicised through Meldreth
Matters and a leaflet drop by Savills to parts of the village. However Meldreth people would have attended
the Meldreth meeting in greater numbers had they known about it.
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